
 
‘Inspiring all to excellence’ 

Easter Fun at Anker Valley 

The children have had a fun-filled week celebrating Easter by taking part in lots of egg-citing activities!  

They have been successful in their Easter egg hunt, made Easter cards, created lots of Easter crafts and enjoyed the annual 

Easter disco. It has been a lovely week at school, and a great finish to a long spring term. 

Easter Bonnet Parade 

Thank you to all parents for supporting with making the children’s Easter bonnets; They all looked fabulous!  

The competition has been judged, and our winners are below: 

 

Please note that school will be closed Thursday 1st May for INSET, and Monday 5th May for May Day Bank Holiday. 

The deadline for sign up and payment for summer term trips are as follows: 

Year 2 Llandudno – 25th April at 15:30.  

Year 2 East Midlands Airport – 8th May at 15:30. 

Year 3 Cadbury World – 9th May at 15:30. 

Year 1 Twycross Zoo – 16th May at 15:30. 

Current Year 2 Laches Wood Residential deposit due (when in Year 3) – 23rd May at 15:30. 

 

 

  

Termly and Weekly Attendance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Congratulations to our children in Dragonflies for winning our weekly attendance award! Thank you to all parents who 

have supported their child this academic year with their attendance. We really do appreciate it.  

 

Friday 11th April 2025 

School attendance this year: 96.7% 

 

Dragonflies (this week): 99.1% (1 lates)  

Herons (this week): 95.9% (2 lates) 

Kestrels (this week): 97.9% (2 lates) 

Kingfishers (this week): 97.1% (1 lates) 

School attendance this term: 95.9% 

 

Dragonflies (this term): 96.5% (1 lates)  

Herons (this term): 95.6% (2 lates) 

Kestrels (this term): 96.8% (2 lates) 

Kingfishers (this term): 96.8% (1 lates) 



 
‘Inspiring all to excellence’ 

What we have been learning in Dragonflies… 

Dragonflies have had an amazing week this 

week learning all about Easter. We have 

explored how families celebrate Easter, made 

hatching Easter eggs and even spent some time 

with the chickens. In maths, we have been 

looking at different ways we can make the 

number ten and recording these as number 

sentences and in phonics we have been 

continuing to practice chunking up longer 

words to read them independently.  

Dragonflies have had yet another amazing term 

and Miss Stacey and I are so proud of what they 

have all achieved! We hope you all have a 

fabulous Easter holiday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stars of the Term

Arthur (Dragonflies) - for always making the right choices and being a role model for the other children in the class.  

Georgia (Herons) - for being a ray of sunshine in our classroom and always trying her best. 

Terae (Kestrels) - for always having a smile on his face. His enthusiasm for learning has shone through this half term 

and he has made fabulous progress. We are really proud of him! 

Harry (Kingfishers) - Trying his hardest in all lessons and showing his determination and resilience constantly. 

 

 

 

v 

  

What we have been learning in Herons… 

This week, Herons have been trying hard with all of their 

lessons. In maths, the children have been exploring mass and 

volume. The children have been measuring, comparing and 

learning the correct terminology associated with each of these 

measurements. In English, the children have enjoyed labelling 

their own home with adjectives ready for writing a description. 

In the wider curriculum, the children have been creating 3D 

birds and have been identifying a range of wildflowers.  

We wish all of our Herons a lovely Easter break and we look 

forward to welcoming them back for the new term! 
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‘Inspiring all to excellence’ 

What we have been learning in Kestrels… 

The spring term seems to have flown by, and we cannot believe that we are nearly in our last term of the academic year 

and that the children will soon be in Key Stage Two. This week in Kestrels, we have been finding out about mass and 

capacity in our maths lessons and have solved problems involving addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. In 

English, we have innovated the poem 'The Owl and the Pussy-cat' and written our own first verse making sure to 

include rhyming words. In RE, we have thought about books, which are special to us and shared these with our friends. 

We have created Easter cards for our families and practised the songs for our Easter assembly and bonnet parade. 

During our Rock It music lesson, we put on a fabulous performance for our parents and showcased our learning from 

this half term with Mrs Smith. We hope if you were able to join us that you enjoyed listening to the children's 

performance; we are really proud of how hard they have worked. Have a lovely Easter break, Kestrels!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What we have been learning in Kingfishers… 
In Kingfishers this week, we have started to explore mass by weighing items in grams and kilograms. In English, we 

have been trying hard to remember previously learnt skills and include them in our writing. 

In the afternoons, we have had fun sewing, learning about the layers of the earth with playdoh models and had some 

Easter fun. We hope all of our Kingfishers have an incredible Easter holiday and look forward to welcoming them back 

after a well-earned break!  
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‘Inspiring all to excellence’ 

Polite Request 

As I am sure you are aware, we have classrooms on the front of the building which inevitably with the warmer weather 

have had the windows open. Staff have drawn attention to occasions when parents have been using inappropriate language 

or having inappropriate conversations which are subsequently being overheard by children. Please can we ask that when 

lining up and, on the playground, you are respectful to the fact that you are on school premises. 

VE Day Celebrations 

We are delighted to invite parents into school on Thursday 8th May from 9:00am until 1:00pm to take part in a series of 

workshops with the children. The activities will include a baking activity, an art activity, maypole dancing and traditional 

games. After a fun-filled morning, we would also like to invite you to enjoy lunch with the children, followed by an 

assembly where the children will share some songs that they have learnt in school. This special day at school will mark the 

80th anniversary since the end of the war. We will share finer details and information regarding lunch bookings closer to the 

time. 
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Safeguarding—Our Designated Safeguarding Leads are: 

Mrs Natalie Horlor (Headteacher) nhorlor@ankervalley.org  

Mrs Andrea Free (Class teacher) afree@ankervalley.org  

Mrs Julia Jones (Safeguarding Lead Governor) jjones@ankervalley.org 

The school Safeguarding Policy is available to view on our school website.  

                                                                                           Dates for your Diary      

Monday 14th April – Friday 25th April – Easter Holiday 

Thursday 1st May – INSET Day (School closed to pupils) 

Monday 5th May – May Day Bank Holiday (School closed) 

Tuesday 6th May – Tempest Class Photographs 

Thursday 8th May – Parent Workshops to celebrate VE Day 

Friday 9th May – Year 3 Level 1 Bikeability  

Wednesday 14th May – Year 2 trip to Llandudno 

 

Monday 26th May – Friday 30th May – Whitsun Holiday 

 

Thursday 5th June – Y3 Cricket Competition 

Monday 9th June - Heron’s Rock It Parents session (2:30pm)  

Monday 9th June – Friday 13th June – Y1 Phonics Screening Week 

Monday 9th June – Diabetes Awareness Week (Wear blue to school) 

Thursday 12th June – Year 3 Trip to Cadbury World 

Monday 15th June – Friday 20th June – Sports Week 

Friday 20th June – Sport’s Day (1:30pm) 

Wednesday 24th June – Year 1 Trip to Twycross Zoo (**Please note date change**) 

Thursday 26th June – Year 3 Tennis Tournament 

Thursday 26th June – Year 2 Trip to East Midlands Airport (**Please note date change**) 

Monday 30th June – Dragonflies’ Rock It Parents session (2:30pm) 

Thursday 3rd July – Summer Fair (2:30pm – 4:30pm) 

Saturday 5th July – Festival Celebrations in the Castle Grounds (10am-5pm) 

Monday 7th July – Friday 11th July – Fierté Festival Week 

Friday 18th July – End of Term Family Picnic, Family Games and Celebration Assembly (12:30pm – 3:30pm) 

Monday 21st July – INSET Day. School closed to pupils.  

                                                                                 End of Term – Summer Holiday 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Spring 2 and Summer 1 

Family Library Sessions 

and Assemblies 

Fri 2nd May – Kestrels 

 

Fri 9th May – Herons 

 

Fri 16th May – Dragonflies 

 

Fri 23rd May - Kingfishers 
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‘Inspiring all to excellence’ 

The NSPCC have developed a new resource to help parents keep their children safe online. It is 

aimed at those beginning to explore the digital world. Techosaurus encourages positive 

conversations about healthy online habits: 

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/techosaurus/ 
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