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Harvest Festival  

We would like to thank all parents and carers that donated food and joined us for our Harvest celebrations 

today. We have yet again been overwhelmed by your generosity and I know that the Tamworth Community 

Foodbank very much appreciated your offerings when our Pupil Governors delivered it. Thank you to Mrs 

Free and the children in Kestrels for leading our wonderful celebration. 

SH Active Clubs (Mondays and Tuesdays only) 

After half term, our laser tag and gymnastics clubs will draw 

to a close and we will be starting our next round of clubs. SH 

Active will be starting an axe throwing club and a martial arts 

club after the half term break and information about how to 

book these sessions has been sent home in bookbags and via 

email. 

Updates about clubs run by Anker Valley staff will be sent 

home before October half term.  

Attendance 

School attendance this term: 96.38% 

School attendance this week: 95.06% 

Dragonflies (this week): 89.67% 

Herons (this week): 100.00% 

Kestrels (this week): 96.12% 

 Congratulations to our children in Herons 

for winning our weekly attendance award! 

Thank you to all parents who have supported 

their child to achieve 100% attendance this 

week. 
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Rock It Music Parents Session 

Mrs Smith would like to provide an opportunity for our Dragonflies and Herons to showcase what they have 

been learning in their weekly music sessions. On Monday 23rd October, we would like to invite parents to join 

us in the school hall at the following times below to celebrate their musical achievements: 

Dragonflies 2:30pm – 3:00pm 

Herons 2:00pm – 2:30pm 

There will be a session for Kestrels after the Christmas holidays, and we look forward to sharing more 

information about this with you.  

Reading, Recorder, Art and Football clubs finish today. We will confirm clubs for after half term next week. 

Laser Tag and Gymnastic club will run as normal.  
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What we have been learning this week in Kestrels…  
Happy 7th Birthday to Ben and Jayden! We hope you had a great  

day. From your Anker Valley Family. 

It has been a busy week again in Kestrels as we have been rehearsing  

for our Harvest Festival and we hope that you enjoyed watching  

it. In maths this week, we have started our addition and subtraction  

unit and have been looking at number bonds and related facts. In  

English, we have sequenced, planned and written our own version  

of the story Paddington at the Palace. We have also continued with  

our whole class reading looking at the story of Katie in London. In  

RE we have listened to a Buddhist story called ‘Siddartha and the  

Swan’ and thought about the importance of showing care to the  

animals in the world. In Geography we sorted human and physical  

features as a revisit of the key vocabulary and in Science, we continued  

to learn about the different habitats in the world.  
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 What we have been learning this week in Dragonflies… 

This week the children have had a great week in Dragonflies.  They  

are all really enjoying their reading sessions and are beginning to  

apply their phonics knowledge to their decoding and blending. In  

maths they have had fun making different patterns this week. They  

have also enjoyed being  

creative in the outside  

kitchen making  

their own concoction  

of a soup. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What we have been learning this week in Herons…  

Happy 5th Birthday to Millie & Oliver! We hope you had a  

great day. From your Anker Valley Family. 
Herons have had a brilliant and busy week! 

In English, we have been planning our own story about a lost toy.  

We have also learnt four new alternative graphemes and have been  

revising these ready for our first phonics assessment in Year 1, over  

the next week. In Maths, the children have completed their unit about 

 ‘Place Value within 10’ and have completed an end of unit assessment.  

The children will then start their new unit next week all about ‘Addition  

and Subtraction within 10’. In the afternoons, we have been practicing  

logging onto the Chromebooks, creating our very own fantastic vehicles  

and creating a final art piece in our sketchbooks. We are looking forward  

to starting our new units in our wider curriculum next week! 
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Dates for your Diary 

Saturday 21st October – Pumpkin Festival (5:00pm – 7:00pm more details to follow) 

Monday 23rd October – Rock It Music Parents Showcase (Reception and Year 1 only) See information below! 

Monday 23rd October – Friday 27th October – Scholastic Book Fair 

Tuesday 24th October and Thursday 26th October – Parent Consultations 

                                  Monday 30th October – Friday 3rd November – Half Term (School Closed) 

Tuesday 7th November – Year 2 Trip to Tamworth Castle 

Friday 10th November – Remembrance Assembly with Mrs Hamblin 

Monday 13th November – Friday 17th November – Anti-Bullying Week 

Tuesday 14th November – Year 1 Trip to Spital Chapel 

Friday 1st December – Decorating the Christmas Tree 

- Small group of Year 2 children to attend carol singing at Ankerside Shopping Centre to raise money for a 

charitable cause. 
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Safeguarding—Our Designated Safeguarding Leads are: 

Mrs Natalie Horlor (Head of School) nhorlor@ankervalley.org 

Mrs Maria Hamblin (Executive Head teacher and CEO) CEO@fierte.org 

Mrs Julia Jones (Safeguarding Lead Governor) office@ankervalley.org 

The school Safeguarding Policy is available to view on our school website.  

Scholastic Book Fair 

It’s that time again! We are excited to be celebrating reading by running the Scholastic Book Fair at the end of this 

half-term, taking place from Friday 20th October until Friday 27th October. Last year, we managed to sell lots of 

books meaning that Anker Valley earned commission to be able to buy our own selection of new books for our 

library. This year, we hope to sell even more books so that we can surprise the children with some new titles in 

the school library!  

This week, we counted the books in our library, and we discovered that we have a ratio of 17 books to every 1 

child… but we want to increase this! Your support with this last year was incredible and we hope that you can 

help us to provide even more books for our families to enjoy.  

Parking 

  Staffordshire County Council have kindly provided us with two 

parking buddies following their traffic survey two weeks ago. 

They serve a polite reminder that the zig zag lines, double yellows 

and single yellow lines must not be parked on. They are there to 

ensure our children are safe during pick-up and drop-off. On the 

last page of our newsletter, you will see that we have also been 

sent a travel plan and map which shows how easy it is to walk, 

bike or ride your scooter from the surrounding areas in less than 

10 minutes. Debbie will also be coming to deliver a special 

assembly to the children in November about the Be Bright Be Seen 

initiative.  
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