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‘Inspiring all to excellence’
Happy Mother’s Day

It was lovely to see so many mothers and grandmothers join us to celebrate Mother’s Day today. We hope that you enjoyed
your lunch, cards and gifts, as well as spending precious time with Dragonflies and Butterflies. Enormous thanks to Mrs
Chyla and Miss Willis in the kitchen for preparing a wonderful roast dinner.
To all our Anker Valley mothers and grandmothers, we hope you enjoy your special day on Sunday.

Congratulations!
Stars of the Week: Hollie and Eva (Dragonflies)
Luna (Butterflies)
Reader of the Week: Edison
Outstanding Citizen: Edith
What we’ve been learning in Butterflies this week:
This week, Butterflies have been busy baking cookies for Mother’s Day. We measured
the ingredients, talked about the textures, and we used our senses to describe the smell
and taste of the cookies. We have also been creative, painting cards for Mother’s Day.
In the outside area, we had fun exploring the car wash and washed the bikes using
bubbly water and sponges.
We have been very imaginative and engaged in play with the zoo and animals,
pretending to be the animals by making lots of different sounds. We have also loved
playing with our new puppet theatre and shop and enjoying the new role play area with
our friends.
It was lovely to see so many mothers at our Mother’s Day lunch too; we hope you
enjoyed it.

Attendance
Dragonflies (This year): 94.1%
Dragonflies (This term): 94.9%
Dragonflies (This week): 94.4%
Congratulations to our children
and parents in Dragonflies with
100% attendance this week:
Tilly, Isla-Rae, Daniel, Luna, Ben,
Ronnie, Jenson, Eva-Mae, Hollie,
Hope, Edith, Edison, Harper, Mya,
Seb, Nylah, Eva, Sophie, Jayden,
Michael, Ollie, Evan.
Well done for being in school on
time every day.

Father’s Day Breakfast – Friday 10th June
We would love to celebrate Father’s Day with you all on Friday 10th June.
We welcome all fathers and grandfathers into our school hall at 8:30am to enjoy breakfast with Dragonflies.
Breakfast will be £2.50 for adults, which will include a bacon OR sausage roll, and a choice of coffee, tea, or
orange juice. Children’s tickets will be £2.00.
You will be able to book this on ParentPay closer to the date.
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What we’ve been learning in Dragonflies this week:

It has been another busy week in Dragonflies. On Monday, we found out about World Oral Health Day and
discussed the importance of looking after our teeth. The children were very good at telling us how many times
a day they should brush their teeth, which drinks and foods to avoid too many of and the importance of
visiting the dentist.
The weather has been beautiful, and the children have loved being outside, they have been building
incredible dens, castles, and fairy gardens. They have found caterpillars, ladybirds, snails, and a even cocoon in
the sand pit! In the classroom, we have had a new salon open and some lovely new resources, including hats,
scarves, and jewellery for the children to be creative with, which Mrs Hamblin kindly donated from home.
In phonics this week, we have been decoding longer words using the Phase 3 sounds and trying hard to
write and spell words using our phonics knowledge. We are really proud of the progress that they are making
with this! Please keep practising the phonics sound cards and tricky words with your child at home and where
possible encourage them to use the phonics sound mat, which was sent home too.
The children have been busy making some special surprises for Mother's Day. Each child has made a card
and written something that they love about their mummy, such as going to the park or swimming with them.
Alongside this, they have drawn a lovely picture of their mummies too. We hope that you all have a lovely
Mother's Day weekend.
Our stars of the week this week have been chosen for their fabulous effort with learning at home. It has
been really lovely to see the children enjoying this week's Science themed home learning and it was fantastic to
see some children picking more than one task to complete. It looks like they have had lots of fun exploring
properties of materials using cornflour slime and finding out about floating and sinking. Thank you for
supporting your child's learning by completing these tasks with them and uploading photos and videos to
Tapestry for us to see.
Summer Uniform
Now that the warmer weather is upon is (and is hopefully here to
stay!) children may wish to wear summer uniform.
For the boys, this would consist of grey shorts, short sleeved shirt
and tie, and for the girls, a red gingham dress or playsuits with
white socks.
We would still encourage you to send in jumpers
and cardigans, just in case the children need
them when they are outside.
Children may also wear
caps or hats and sun cream can be applied
before arriving at school.
Please ensure all items of clothing
are named.

Easter Bonnet Parade and Raffle
In our end of term assembly, on Friday 8th
April, we will be holding our first Easter
Bonnet Parade. Dragonflies are invited to
design and make their own Easter bonnet,
which they can wear with pride for all of our
parents to see.
Tickets are also now available for our Easter
raffle, with all proceeds match funded by the
Royal Mail to support school funds. They are
priced at 50p per strip, and we have some
fabulous Easter prizes.
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Dates for your Diary
Wednesday 6 April – Easter Egg Hunt
Thursday 7th April - Dragonflies Trip to Parkridge Centre
Friday 8th April – 9:00am - End of term assembly and Easter Bonnet Parade and Easter Raffle
Monday 11th April – Friday 22nd April – Easter Holidays
Monday 25th April – INSET Day (School closed to pupils)
Monday 2nd May – May Bank Holiday (School Closed)
Thursday 5th May – Polling Day (School will be open as normal – children to enter and leave through main office)
Monday 17th – Friday 21st May – Walk to School Week
Friday 10th June - Father’s Day Breakfast –– Tickets to be purchased on ParentPay – Adult £2.50 / Child £2.00
Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June – Whitsun Holiday
Monday 6th June – Additional Bank Holiday for Diamond Jubilee (School closed)
th

March for Ukraine Donations
At Anker Valley, we would like to be able to support those in
need in the Ukraine as part of the March for Ukraine Campaign. If
you can make donations of any of the following items, we would
be happy to arrange for their delivery to one of the collection sites:

Rainbow Readers
Congratulations to our Rainbow Readers this
week!

•
•
•
•

Nappies and baby wipes
Children’s colouring books and crayons
First aid items (bandages, plasters, antiseptic wipes)
Protein bars, sterilising tablets, dry foods (pasta, rice, tea,
biscuits)
• Vests, socks, pants
• Toothbrushes, toothpaste, bars of soap, roll on deodorants (not
aerosols)
Donations can be made to the school office; we thank you in
advance for your support.
All donations will need to be in school by Friday 1st April ready
for delivery.

African Land Snail
Today, Dragonflies’ African land snail arrived in school. The children are
incredibly excited to learn all about it and watch as it grows over the next few
weeks and months. Mrs Hamblin has chosen the name Turnip (because snails
love vegetables!). Dragonflies can’t wait to take Turnip home over the
weekend to show their family.

Safeguarding—Our Designated Safeguarding Leads are:
Mrs Natalie Horlor (Head of School) nhorlor@ankervalley.org
Mrs Maria Hamblin (Executive Head teacher and CEO) CEO@fierte.org
Mrs Vicki Blundell (Safeguarding Lead Governor) office@ankervalley.org
The school Safeguarding Policy is available to view on our school website.

